Drug use and AIDS risks in a soup kitchen population.
Untreated substance users remain beyond the reach of most acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) prevention efforts. In an effort to describe the risk behavior and attitudes of this population, the authors conducted interviews with 148 drug users in an urban soup kitchen. The study focused on subjects' risk-taking and risk-reduction behavior related to injection drug use, perceived changes in risk behavior, perceived risk for contracting AIDS, and socioeconomic and attitudinal correlates of injecting and sharing needles. Study findings underscore the need for community-based AIDS prevention strategies to intervene with high-risk populations beyond the reach of drug treatment and AIDS prevention programs.